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Response filed March 19, 2004 

In the Claims: 

Please amend Claims as follows (the changes in these Claims are shown with 
strikothrough for deleted matter and underlines for added matter). A complete listing of 
the claims follows below with proper claim identifiers. 

Claims 1-10 (Cancelled). 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) An infusion device comprising: 
a housing; 

a cavity within the housing; 

a soft cannula extending from the housing and being in flow 
communication with the cavity, said soft cannula having an outer tip; 

a medication bore within the housing for leading medication to said cavity; 

a puncturing device adapted to be connected to said housing, said 
puncturing device comprising a rigid needle being adapted to extend through the 
cannula and beyond the outer tip thereof when the puncturing device is connected to 
said housing, said rigid needle being at one end adapted for facilitating puncturing and 
including at the opposite end a hub; 

said hub having a hinge, a handle part and a single shield part with a first 
end and a second free end, said first end of the shield part being pivotably connected to 
the handle part by means of said hinge, whereby said second free end is pivotable with 
respect to said hinge; 

said shield part being adapted to cover the rigid needle when pivoted with 
respect to said hinge, the second free end of the shield part extending beyond said one 
end of the rigid needle; and 

said hub further having a locking mechanism on the shield part and the 
handle part, the locking mechanism being adapted to interlock the shield and the handle 
part in a pivoted position of the shield part when the puncturing device is disconnected 
from the housing and the shield part is pivoted to cover the rigid needle. 
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1 2. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
shield part comprises a recess for accommodating the rigid needle. 

13. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
shield part has an essentially U-shaped cross section. 

14. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
locking mechanism on the handle part comprises two arms having on their opposed 
sides barbs adapted to interlock with the corresponding locking mechanism of the shield 
part. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
edges of the barbs are tapered so as to facilitate the insertion into the corresponding 
locking mechanism of the shield part. 

16. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 1 5, wherein the 
hub is formed as a single part and where the hinge between the handle part and the 
shield part is an area with a reduced rigidity. 

17. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 15, wherein the 
hub is made of a plastics material. 

18. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 15, wherein 
gripping means are provided on the shield part and the handle part, said gripping 
means being adapted to lock the hub to the housing. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
locking mechanism on the shield part comprises two side flanges adapted to interlock 
with the corresponding locking mechanism of the handle part. 
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20. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 19, wherein the 
edges of the flanges are tapered so as to facilitate the insertion into the corresponding 
locking mechanism of the handle part. 

21 . (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
shield part comprises an operating handle, the operating handle thereby being pivotable 
with respect to the handle part of the hub. 

22. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
hub is formed as a single part and where the hinge between the handle part and the 
shield part is an area with a reduced rigidity. 

23. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
hub is made of a plastics material. 

24. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein 
gripping means are provided on the shield part and the handle part, said gripping 
means being adapted to lock the hub to the housing. 

25. (Currently Amended) An infusion device as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein gripping 
means are provided on the shield part and the handle part, said gripping means being 
adapted to lock the hub to the housing, wherein the shield part comprises an operating 
handle, the operating §handle being pivotable with respect to the handle part of the hub, 
and wherein pressing the handle part against the operating handle will release the 
gripping means and thereby the puncturing device from the housing. 

26. (Previously Presented) An infusion device comprising: 

a housing; 

a cavity within the housing; 

a soft cannula extending from the housing and being in flow 
communication with the cavity, said soft cannula having an outer tip; 
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a medication bore within the housing for leading medication to said cavity; 

a puncturing device adapted to be connected to said housing, said 
puncturing device comprising a rigid needle being adapted to extend through the 
cannula and beyond the outer tip thereof when the puncturing device is connected to 
said housing, said rigid needle being at one end adapted for facilitating puncturing and 
including at the opposite end a hub; 

said hub having a hinge, a handle part and a single shield part with a first 
end and a second free end, said first end of the shield part being pivotably connected to 
the handle part by means of said hinge, whereby said second free end is pivotable with 
respect to said hinge; 

said shield part being adapted to cover and bend the rigid needle when 
the shield part is pivoted with respect to said hinge, the second free end of the shield 
part extending beyond said one end of the rigid needle; and 

said hub further having a locking mechanism on the shield part and the 
handle part, the locking mechanism being adapted to interlock the shield and the handle 
part in a pivoted position of the shield part when the puncturing device is disconnected 
from the housing and the shield part is pivoted to cover the rigid needle. 

27. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim in claim 26, 
wherein the shield part comprises a recess for accommodating the rigid needle. 

28. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 26, wherein the 
shield part has an essentially U-shaped cross section. 

29. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 26, wherein the 
locking mechanism on the handle part comprises two arms having on their opposed 
sides barbs adapted to interlock with the corresponding locking mechanism of the shield 
part. 
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30. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 29, wherein the 
edges of the barbs are tapered so as to facilitate the insertion into the corresponding 
locking mechanism of the shield part. 

31 . (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 26, wherein the 
locking mechanism on the shield part comprises two side flanges adapted to interlock 
with the corresponding locking mechanism of the handle part. 

32. (Previously Presented) An infusion device as claimed in claim 31 , wherein the 
edges of the flanges are tapered so as to facilitate the insertion into the corresponding 
locking mechanism of the handle part. 

33. (Currently Amended) An infusion device comprising: 

a housing; 

a cavity within the housing; 

a soft cannula extending from the housing and being in flow 
communication with the cavity, said soft cannula having an outer tip; 

a bore for leading medication to said cavity; 

a puncturing device adapted to be connected to said housing, said 
puncturing device comprising a needle being adapted to extend through the cannula 
and beyond the outer tip thereof when the puncturing device is connected to said 
housing, said needle being at one end adapted for facilitating puncturing and comprising 
at an opposite end of a hub; 

said hub comprising a handle part and a shield part, said shield part being 
pivotable in relation to the handle part; 

said hub further comprising a locking mechanism on the shield part and 
the handle part, the locking mechanism being adapted to interlock the shield and the 
handle part in a pivoted position of the shield part when the puncturing device is 
disconnected form the housing, whereby the rigid needle is covered by the shield; and 

wherein the needle is bendable when the shield part and the handle part are 
locked together, whereby the bendable needle provides a biasing effect between the 



8 



Application No. 10/017,789 
Response filed March 19, 2004 

locking mechanism on the shield part and the handle part, and whereby the bendable 
needle closely abuts on the shield to ensure that unintended contact with the needle i: 
avoided. 
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